
Rudolf Koch-Erpach 
Lt General 

Koenigstein , 11 January 1951 
\ 

Index for MS f,1 B 303 . 

Exp-:::,riences i.11 mili te.ry history on Command Technique. 

(Rudolf Koch-Erpach) 



Orders 

Complete orders 

Prerequisite for briefeness of orders 

Field orders 

Command termi..'1.ology 

Practice 

Co~nand ~erminology and per s oDc.lity 

Field ma..,uals (with command examples) 

Advantages and disadvantages 

Brief orders see also orders 

EX<!Illples 

Degree of trai,.'1.i.ng 

Orders and independence 

Orders and position warfare 

Distribution (orders) 

Type of distribution 

3,8 

3,7 

1,9,10 

1/2 ,7 

8 

4/5 

6,7 

6,10 

5/5,7 

9/10 



•• 

MS fr E-303 

Ja:nuary 1947 

Experi~~cet gai~ei from the Hi~tor,: of 

War on the· sub 1ect of Co:imani Tec!Uligue 

by 

Gueither Bl=entritt 

Geit. i.. I:a.f. 

\ 



\ 

?J.S ,j/, B-303 -1-

hperiax.ce eai~et from the History of 

WR.r ox. the subject of Conn:::;:..."'l.t Tecluiqu•. 

A. 

Preface. 

I:astruction i~ the tecb.J:;.ique of eivirLB" orters ll!Uet be a part of the tho-

a. tecieiol'l., that ieci!: ioi\ ::ust be ~iYl'li.l. effect i11. R.::i appr"..'pr-iate 11 ori.ar" 

of such orier. 

!11. the foraer Ger~iu.. ArNy (particularly i~ the oli. I~perial Arny a~t the 

11 Rei~Rswehr 11 ), i.irect illstructiol!. 1o1at llI ext11rcie• i:a Cor-::i:..:::t Tec~iq_' . .ia 

Yore carriei out. Thiswa! eep~ciRlly tbe caeft i11. the Military Scho~ls ar,i 

the Milih.ry Acai.e-.ay. 

To t.raft the worc.i::...,: of t~ ori.er is ci~ually ~ot thtt .!111.ttar of the Com•a~-

G-~ 
iia~ 0fiie~r but rather of the tactical fiection of hief ~taff(Ia) a11.i 1 es -

pecia).ly so i.1. th~ liigher staff!!, DA a !lat tar !~or the re::onactive Staff 

Officers. 

The oli Ger:11a.a Ar ... y also ha.i gr~at. trac.it.ioRs ill. this reepect "-:Ai. well pro­

vei t::-ai:a.i:B.g. 

E. 

War History o~ the Subje ct. 

l.ll for::i"!', r times, Oli. accoUll.t of the fo:rnlatio1u1 bei::.g so :i:nall .u.t co!ll:_nact, 



f 

Pa~• 2 of 
ori~i:a.al Ger­
r.:i:..... ZPll.U!!Cript 

MS-if ·· B-3O3 -2-

Hoa.eri lli~rull!I of COJJ,~uiicP.tio:i.;_ lei. to tu 11 peri,onal element" tttteriorli:ti•~ 

aver ~ore 11it more. 

'1.T)tei. to hii, troop~,vb.o were :=o!!tl;r Fre:neb.-Ror1a1ee. Ha kn(tw well hov to 

lill.t ii the uea o! la.:a.~~• treatei ea.ch of aie mare:kiale iiiivituall~ accor­

ti:::.,'.: to each o:.:e 1 e peculiarities. Thi!! accouit!! for hie eJtormoue iifluenc• 

Ma!!eena was a.i a.J1bitious, brutal u..rJ-i.evil. The E~peror kiew well that~• 

couli. preu tl?.e ii:rpin1!!ibl• out of hi• by ~et.tiit: at hlm throue.h hie aJ11bitio1. 

iese . 11 .Activitee, vitee!!e, vit•!!l!!e, 11 !!ilopl;r auet fire oll. thie H-.rebal evel!. 

~ore t:a.a.. he wouli probably kave bee~ able to to R1y vay. :But tn• a.ti.et 

11 Je reCOlil!B.n. te a Vouz" couli JI.Ct fail to :flatter hill. 
ii:.ternat ional 

M • .l.i.y/in!!ta.Aces -;;-ouli. be citei. 01 the i:atereeti:a~ proble!llof 11 Ho~ shall I 

C 

i:c. quick i.ecil!!io1e a:n.i. quick e:ucutio~, Oli t~e priAcipl•: 11 eac:lt ::ii:aute 

The Ill. tire operati o:.:..~l :..nii. tactical leaa..ership 111ethoi hin~• i. \;:po11. thee• 

ll.-.Xilll !!. 

with it. 'l'hil!! w-.!! Prll_c_tieef by all, fro111 thtt corporRl int ~rcu:? l ~Pie :-



HS # B-303 -3-

ae late .u1 1914, it wa.e etill po1.1eibll" to write out "Array Ortere" with 

tr-_~ U!.'-e of only four or five brief cipli.l'!r!!, eaeily c_ontaiJt1ti. OJl ~ pafe. 

A. -orereguiiii t" for thie ie x:.o....,~v•r, a. boi..1 of profeeeiolla.l officer!! who 
ex.act"ll, 

have DJCI receivet/thft ea!1e tra.i1i1, i.uri1f tAe lo1g y~a.r• of peace 

epeecI, he~ce • boty of offic~re to whom all tactical c0Aceptio1e w•r• 

fully clear. 

A further pr~reouir-.ite ie .Ill offit'crg trainb.f ill.etitutiou "'hicb. allowe 

the euborti1ate a. verv great mea.eure of fre~ion of actio1 a~t free~om ii 

tae ~aiu•r of ~xmcuti~ oriere aii. wAich pruarily calls for intepe1i.ellt 

It wa~ like that ii 1914. 

eimple echematic exa~ple: 
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1:.-"P t 
Troo:r, l /l-f4e:J.•;:. Art .B:.t., 
D-Villae;e , .. her,. e••m:;- ie r•-

portea... R-~ic,.At ~ae oriere to t11~e vil!a~•·" At 9.30 on~ D:.1 poeitio~ il! 

:.e ie~ictei ~u eketch . 

Ra~_i1unt Co,~::i:u.ier il! ria..in~ -.he:ai. of !.-.v:.ia• Gu~ra..f, acco1r.-o:.1ie a. 
li_t:'.:~_t 

r;u:.r&. l~aier :;1t CO J:!'llloU tLer of +.htt ·-{1-1 .... 1~ Art. B:;t . 

At 9A5 turi~ the 1uirch a CavalrJ P:.trol r,._.,ort 11:rriYae: "~eay h.f:..:c.t.r;r , 

eet trrouen D Vill:i~• :.t. P .40 .Bria...;e B ia. ora.•r .Arq co1,.tinuh.t,: to -.., .. tell •-•'I )'. 

::':i..et of bria..~• B Hi,ar 3 to 4 11.etere bro:21..,c::u be f -,,i..et.. by iif g.Atr:; ." 



Pa~• 4 o! 
Author I s 
M.u.uecript 

},lS f :B-303 -5-
I 

X Leut:uiJtt 3/HueruoJt 14. fro..1 :ieie;lt.t 211UX1Ul]i.itllll four kilo111ete 

¢i 
Jtorta C. 8.V. 9.05 

Co~a~c•s,~~stance calcula.tiok, time eoRparei.,ooacie• aseeaement of aitu.atioa 
quick 

~t ~ i..echioll : U.Rei•forcet lllf.Re{;:t. 71 "ill fir:-t tiika C. 11 

Executio• - 11 Coi:;JJ1a:ai. Teor...iiqu• 11 

alt.11ai. 
1./ :-1-.p h .. luiltl. , tb• Re~itlle:a t Cor,!ila.a.te r s;:allope i acco;irpP.u_;_•t by Uvaace Gm1.rt 

li,;;;:ll.t 
Laai.e r R!I. Co~ca•i.•r of /fi~lt~ Art.Bat. to Hei~hte A, i~ ori.er to survey tAe 

t'!rr:.i.iie perso:=.a.11,, a~t to iirect a.ctio:a fr'.)x,, th11re. RaP.:hnnt eo~ti:auee o:a 

~a.rck . 
li~~t 

2/Brief orters to Ai.v:0"11.c• G~rt Lt1aier a:a.t Co-..~aate r o! /l !--ie.li.-: Art.Bat. 

a./E-..emy, a.bout 1 Batt.lion,atvaci:i..c: !ro:z D Villa,:• to C, coult llO\f be 
11 

about 6 kilometers fr -.:,m C; 

" 
b./&, r;ue"Il. t 1,•ill fil'et ~-ll.i~_ 1ort:!::.~rn •--~" of C;furt}ler criers t••r•. 

c./Li~ t Fi~li Art.Ba,t. aiva.a.ce to thie Aeii;;h.t(a) ,to cove r ai.va11.c• to C. 

f./1 sGll rr-t;iai:4 '-.t A for a while .i.:ul the:a ritt11 to Aiv:us.c• Gu.?.:-i. ?t C. 11 

All tkie t:.kirs ;i_bout j.¢ tea miautee ! Every ClO"IJa-':ater repeate J1.it1 orter11, tJite 

ai..jutaits ,allop to ~archi:a~ colu.a:a .ui.. i:ai5truct th.. officers, the atjut=.t 

of th• L.F .Art.Bli.t. i.at:.i.ches t}u Blltt.alioi 01 rii:;J1.t frol:l m:..rchill~ colUl!!.1, i..• -

Art.B;:..tt:.i.lioA. has ha.i ti•• to r•coJU1.oitr~ th• B. po~itio.!l. a.ni.. to surve.r. th• 

t'!lrrain• . 

Aa.va-..r:• Lr..:ari L"-.i.•r &':allope fro"Je A to B Bri•-~• wll.er& be awai te kis Atviu.ce 
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t)Hn proc .. ti:n~ :.he11.i. to .. orth•r• !"ii.. of C. Wb.i_l~_t o:a t.)i.e 11a.rch to tli.ere )u 

e:1ootit 

No~ _2•• •i•ut., kalt ie callet for, everytb.iu~ remaiue i:a/motio:a. 

All lo-.i..are a.re far aJHat of tke troope, follo...,u.:: :i.lo1•, :ai ~h.o are 

!etcls.ea. fon,:...ri.. bJ a.a atjutait, bJ a rii.er, ofteA eve:a by JH.1.ll!! of sieJ1.ala. 

Tha.!, from top to bottom was the whole secret of ta• li~kt:ai:a~-like leai..erehip 

Re: Ori.ore a./ to f./ 

Re: b./ T1..iP. is tla..e aoet bportR.ll.t for tlle !ollo•,i:ag; hour", all else ca.:;. follo"lf 

(It ie ~ece~sarj· to s2:3:"•a.i:-c:!.. over britc• B11 • Taat ie ta.ke1 for 

R11: c ./ Co!:aia:n.ier of Art .Bat. Jle'!'i. :aot ho't." 11ore a.t thie j1.u.ctur•. 

Re: t./ ----- 11 ~~t holt :B River croseiL!; opeu 11 i!! a riuite co:aoi!'I•, clea.r tactic;, 

r.o:aceptio:a,which eve:a ,:ver-,- NCO ho"' !!. l,:,,.y •X?l-..lla.tio !! -.,oult be 11uper-

fluou 11 ~ 
r11.a.r 

R.: •t/ TAi!! is ~~xik£ p,cvieio~ for tAe ev~~tuality of hb Ul'\ite of ta• t.•~ i-
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proceet a.lteu. to the brii.~• ill Ori.er to reia.cll C 800.ll - .i~a.ill a.t ea.111 

till• as the atva:ace ~art. 

1916 - 1918. 
After 

llll~lXUUn:xll the first ~r•at fluit battles of 1914 it becR.llle obvioue 

tetail. I~ 1915 eo1ru1-~te were etill brief but io lo1gar like the] hai bee.ll 

•urill~ peace or ii ·1914 . 

ill t~• eeco•t p~ase of thew~. Tell..lliq~•• Artill•r-J, -~toma.tic Weapons, 

~la.Ja. of lire, D~velopme~t of Poeitio.lls etc., call for ever more tetailet 

poeitiolls. All this le~te to,or tempts superior eo:aaaJtts to ieeua, pa~•-

lo•~ oriere which ~ot a.lo1e a.e~i~ a aieeioll but rather aleo ~iv• i•etruc­

tio1ti1 u1 to how they •hall be carriei out. Tu 11 v&.r of paper" co1uuu.cee, 

2,atei, aXii. ori•.,..:! becoae ever Eore epf'cif'iei'... 

After 1914/15 very lll:..:itJ' of th'! profee"io:a..-1 officers were teat, "fOU:J.i.et, or 

o:a accouJtt of nervouex..e::e a:at la_ck of co111bat experiu:c•. 

M.i.11.:.r reserve officere t.ike over b.i.tt-.lio:ll.e a.:i.t reeiJJ1e1te :-.lla. .ileo are traf 

tet iato the 11taffe , 

Naturally th.~ oftell 12.ck the utabli!!Sei t--.ctic.11.l co:&.ceptio :u , pr;,ct3..l'le 

For t}.ewi th11treforr., tu orier :..lreiii'..J Aaa.. to co1t1:i.i1 cert:i.ill tirective11 ot 
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All th.is let to ortere bei:a.r: 101~, but al30 to the i~itiative of 11uborti1ate 

11 ReieksW1Jl:tr " 

The lo:a.g-eervice, prof~l5sio:a.al arnJ atte~ptet to exercise t•e olt co~ma:At 

tecniq_ue of 1914 a.~a.ii b. gnu .. ter ••a.sure a:a.t to ri.t • i teelf of tile lo:a.~ orter 

i::!. t~• forP/1 it h-.t ta.ken o:a. i::a 1916 - 1918. 

0. tlte whole tl:.is wae ziucce1111ful. But :a.everthelees th.it war Jtal. 11how1 tut i:a. 

maiy a eituatio~ ~ore tetailet orters are :a.eceeeary. 

Tkus :a.:11. i:aterm1tti-1.te for• of 5>rter was te,elopet betw•e:a t11.at of 1914 :ut tla.at 

of 1916 to 1918 . . E'.!r]t'l2i-1tc te'-pente, upoll. tlle htivitual circua11ta1ces i::a t:ite 

respective eituatio:a.. 

But the eD<J«t of execution. oli.ee more reachet a hir,:h state of perfection b . t}u 

army. 

1933 - 1939. 

The extreme iicreaee :ui.t tilutio:a. of tu boty of officers after rearm-.J11e1 t let 

bflcate snorter = t tille was lacki:a.£ for t'lttt proper plall.~et traini~g 110 tAat 

1939 - 1942 

Orters te~t to beco•e loJtg, abov~ all at the out ee t of e1e:ae:e~~1 t11. ·Suprem e 

to 11uborti1ate officers. 
a::tt ,ixprel5sio~"' 

for, e/fi~t their way i~to the l ~a~ua~e of coeir.~t wh ick •it :a.ot etem fro• the 

olt sc:li.ool. 

1943 - 1%5 

All fr o11t~ have &:oie oYer to i<"f ex.se . D::f•••• ort~rs ;;..re alway11 mi.ch. lo ll.fe r 
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Officers 01 the whole are eve1 le~s well trai1•1.. tla.11.ll in 1916 18. Reeerve 

officers are bri•fiJ trai~et ant co•• from ;;J.l cl~seea . 

.A.e.olf Hi tl•r la.• li :no hi~• opi::do1 of the 11 G!'!lleral Staff 11 , wkich. ·tlal! t no 

11 i:atelli~e:11.t 11 for lti• ~t too little c-.pable of e11.tkueh1.••• so taat lu tit ::a.ot 

trust it too much. (Prior to 1943 offiGera of tu Ge:aeral Staff were only allo­

wet to be ava.1"1..•i tAe 11Ritterkreuz" i:ia. especial, exceptioial case11 . ) Be tP.are­

fore 0rterei. th.at ixx:fut:lo:'Cf turine; the war, future Ge~eral Stafft officers 

But_ all that is :aot 1..eci11ive! 

eio:a ~ ever iJ1.cre;a,11i•~ 111eal!lure took OJI. th.I!! forJt of 11 &.ppeal11 11 11 hcit• i.ant11". 

R~soUllii~ worte were cho~•E, · ueu&lly i~ the auperlativ• foI"JJI. 

_11 witl:t all Jle:u.s ~vailable 11 , 11 -u:ai.er all circUw11t-:ac~s 11 , "~very illck of ,!;rou.~i. ·11iuet 

be iefe:atei. 11 , 1_1 to tig claws i;.,to the ~ou11t", "attack witls. vig:rmr 11 , 11 t11~aciou11-

Th• 11illlJ?l• _ f9r■ of e.xpressior., practical :1.:ai. wit~ouf tlle use of bo~baetic worts, 

h.at b~e.a. lost. 

failure iu.i th.r•ate::ii•~ wi tk 11 Court-llP.rtial 11, 11 pi.a.ielua ■ Ji.t 11 , 11 Aolti:z.e; resp0:u.1ible 1 

(lr:1i..u.:..lly 1 .. ,.,_ to a.ll orter11 raceiv•i from la.ii;;Aer qua.rtera beil1g passet oll 

Ever:,r Oli.e • w:;i,11 afrait to pa1511 Oll rec,, ivei. ori.er11 ii iti!!I o~ 11i:zpla la....~.1-e•, 

for f~ar tAat, ii t~e ~ve•t of failure ili a:ay actio1, . th• que!!tioi wouli. be 

askat : 11 W":&.y w;..l"I the ori4'r :a.ot carri,t out :,orecieel:y. Tbe orter w-.11 ouite •:x:-

plicit. 11 Tlri.e :pot5itio:.. ~CR.~e ever aort acute! 

In o:ae orier whicb wa11 capturet tk" wora.i:i.g r:1.n: 11 Why tic. zou not carry out 
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Suoh tictatorial l•ai.er!!~ip by coapulsio1 easily create!!! a aech:mical fora 

bri:ag ai.bout tkat 1toboty wi 11 sove or risk a 21i:1.i;;:le l!!tep that ii!! llOt orterei.. 

Further, ev~ry 11ill.ute_s_!; tetail, eve:a l!!UC:11. al!! were self-evii.er:.t, YllB ora.arei.. 

op~~~~ioual ;mi. tactical recori.s iA ori.er to fi:ai. out whether tke ori.era 

eive:a by Suprem e Cor.2.llla~ i. hat bea:a paeset 01 to subori.uate offieers i~ t~•ir 

ii.e~tical wori.i~e. Naturally tAis ru1.ppe1tet most !requeitly after failures, 

so tut everyo¼e was cor.sta1ttly afraii.(im Druck) - o~ a hot spot -

D 

1./ I~ tke i ~tial st~es of trai~iie yoUie office~!!! it is ai.visable to 

~ive •x~pll'I!! of com.miillii& for the ;ia.i:a tactical orters. This s.;uu applie 

to reserve officars, al!! tirectiV•I!! a.Jla. 11 vaieaecUJl 11 • 

Thell., however, oJte shoult rii o:.al!!elf of such. sch..-..atic aiis to t'llou~kt, 

becaase othe:r.'fise schematic thi2ki1e will be brou~ht about wll.ich aai be-

eo~e ia~erous p:at i.oes :aot accori. witk actual war facts. 

2./ It ii!! v~ry eooi practi~• h. ~ap exercises etc to •ave th• ori.era w-ritt•• 

3 ./ A furt);ier eooi exercise is tc iir:t.ate t:l..e oriers by the .111~.p. Tll.i& all 

at the ~R~e ti~• ii l!!impl• for~ of ~p eft CA for ~iviu~ orters. 
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5./ Snort ee:-.tt1:i:tcea, 11ai:i:: a•:a.t•J1.c•11, ••.k• ori.ere clearer. I:a. tb.• caea of Al-

6./ T:il• l•lli;:tk of ortere varies e;r•atl;r a:at i.epe1i.11 upo:a. variou11 circ.·.u:\!ltancee. 

See:a. tactically tlte lo•~••t ora.ers a.re t:ii.ose ill 

~./ .A.aee~bliu~ fro• billets for PJI. ai.vu.c•. 

Ori.are are a:ilorter for 

a./ Atta.ck wkilet i:a. •otio:a.; 

b./ Wh.eeli:a.e; to a :a.aw i.irectio:a. 

7./ 'Th.e co:a.clusive fora of co?Oa:a.i. ill ~e~erally neceesary for 

a./ Preparatioi!I for syste•atic attack; 

c./ Tk~ ~•tti•~ ii aotio~ of all battle actioll. 

S:ilort, i:ai..ivitutl ori.ers are ~oat practicable ia the case of all fluii. 

actioi Yhilet i,. ~otioi. 

8./ Tae psycholoo of c~~maui. ie more co~plicatei. toi.ay tha;. ~orr.erly. 

It i!I usually tifficult to 11uit the ori.ar i!S.iivii.ually to tlle variou• 

vitm1.l p ... culiaritia11. 
of Perso~al treat~e~t 

Othen,,iee eucA ~-t~ote/are preclui.et by =oi.er~ for~e of warfar•, ~oi..er:i:t 

9./ "Appeals", 11 Roul'li~e; C:..lla 11 etc. take no effec t 1owai.Py!I ! By the ti;u sud 

"}a.ie;b.-11ou:i:tii1t; 11 -wori..e r.,-ch t:S.e fro.a.t li:I.• tr0opa, t;.•y hav,- loet their 
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i>.fpeal -woi:a.~ to life at the a('t·.1al fro:a.t bei:a.g e».tirel;r tifferu.t to life }le­

hh.t the li:i.e 11, ill th.e h.i~~~r at affl!. 

P-.~e 10 ta• froli.t ii! e-.rciutic becaul!e of the val!t tiffere:ace ·betweell tla.• tesir'! a•t 
of Author 1 1! 

~~uscript. t~• stark reality. 

I 

The teat, wri+.tell,wori.. c;u :aever h~.ve t:lte M1:.ae effect al! tkat whicll ie spoke:a 

perl!o~ally. 

brou~~t about l!olely by :aarvou11ne1111 or lack of aon.fiteic• ii l!Ubortiuate 
' 

officer!!. 

wori..1:a.~. Thia ie :.. l!i~ of l:..ck of own ·thou~ltt ant of fear of 1m:;:,~rior 

proachel!, but it is 11:1.11oltierly allt rwte co\llter to all rules of ~oot 

12./ h e:x:celle:n.t for• of exerci11e ill COllCelitratio:a. is to h.ave bezi:raer11 a:a.t 

trainee!! i:a. t.a.ctiaal i:c.etru.ction PJ1sw11r all q_ueetio:iu1 ricat away ii.. the 

worti::1r; of the raspe.ctive co"uli..ni cipher they will ~ive. 

For i:lll!t.tII.Ce ! '1W:l...a.t i'..ecil!io:ll. will you mr..ke'l" 

.A.~11wer: 11 3.Pauzer Divisiou 'tfill :..tta.ck eli.emy r~port.t at A a.iti for tkill 

purpose \till first f;;~-i:=. tbe line :B - C wit:l.. the atvuce u:c.its 

of both J:il,c.rchi•~ colUlll.ll11. 11 

13./ .M oiarll mr>'vorizei u:w.its p-.rticularly ~rp•ct !!~ort cosE!:U..&.I!, P i.:::;ila.r to t)le 

111:..v.i.lr;r of 1914 or uirli•r . The 11p"'sty l"lotor r:iust not be al lo·wet to nu 

it~elf hot whil11t ielin·;; for '1,,:,,1.re o~ ell&. ju11t 11in::>ly b11cauee t'lte lo1te:-
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winteifoI"ll in w~ica eo•MaJ1.ta Q.re ~iven ta..k:e llOura for tr1Uamissio:a. 

First tba troops aust be set oi t~e ~arch to tReir i~itial objectives a•t 

all tn• reet. i•cluiia~ ietaile ca.A thea follow. 

That, ii' 1914./15 a:ai 1939/41 wu, our 1~reat atva:at~• over th.e r,mdt 11lowsr, 

e7at•~ati~ for• of co!l.llla:aiin~ by our ~o~~•~ •aemiea of t•o~• iaya. 

la 1928/29, iuri•~ tr7-ini~~-tr~v•l, I experi~~cei AOW lo•~ it took at tbat 

ti~• fo~ tu Ru!!ian officers wAo kai b~e~ tetac~et for ~raini~~. to formul~t, 

i~ hours of labor an exact , pa_ee-lo:a~ orier. I~ tAe meanw~ile their troopa 

waitei for their maps whereas we were alreaty on the move for •oure iut ~~~­

::-eq_ue11tly at ali a.ba0lute atv.a.nta.ge iu respect of initiative ri~llt fror the 

very outset. 

Sie;:uet : Blu~~utritt. 

Ge~. l!lf . 27 I 1947 
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